DETERMINANTS OF INFANT BEHAVIOUR III by unknown
DETERMINANTS OF INFANT BEHAVIOUR III. Edited by B. M. Foss. (Pp.
xiii+264; Plates and figures. 50s). London: Methuen, 1965.
THIS book, edited by Professor B. M. Foss, contains the published proceedings of the Third
Tavistock Study Group on "Mother and Infand Interaction", held in London in September
1963. The ten separate reports, each of which is followed by discussion, consisting of the
authors and invited guests. These reports are grouped into two main sections, one dealing
with animal studies and the other one dealing with human studies. It contains the reports
of an international group of psychologists, zoologists and psychoanalysts and others working
with infants.
As Dr. Bowlby says in his Foreword, the meetings have been convened in the belief that
an understanding of mother-infant interaction in humans is of paramount importance in
understanding the psychological development of the child and thereby enlarging our
knowledge of abnormal reactions in both children and adults. One cannot help feeling that
this belief is somewhat narrow as far as the most recent thinking is concerned and one would
like to see studies done, not so much on the mother-infant reaction alone as one in which
is shown the reactive situations of the family group, especially that of the father.
In Dr. Rosenblatt's paper on "The Basis of Synchrony in the Behavioral Interaction
between the Mother and her Offspring in the Laboratory Rat" lays great emphasis on the
hormonal basis of behaviour and in particular tries to link behavioral interaction between
mother and infant in terms of lactation and other hormonal factors. The induction and
maintenance of maternal behaviour by injecting prolactin is shown to be partly successful,
especially in the field of maintenance. However, the difficulty, as always in animal studies
which arises in attempting to equate these studies with the human, is again very obvious
and one is constantly reminded in reading the paper that in fact many social conditions
are introduced at the same time as the physical ones. In other words, that mothering has
very cogent social references. I feel that this last point is underlined in a later paper in
which there is a study made of "Rhesus Monkey Aunts" in which maternal behaviour in
these rhesus aunts is described in detail and it is no doubt present.
Prefessor Hinde's paper in this later section introduces the very interesting findings that
these aunts, that is, female rhesus monkeys who have not been pregnant can actually be
demonstrated to secrete milk when they take on the mothering of an infant who is removed
from his mother.
The book moves on in a series of papers to study the interactions in humans and it would
appear that there is little resemblance between that of humans and animals in these
particular fields investigated.
In some of the discussions which followed these the role of the father is mentioned and
this appears to be a factor which is left out of all the experiments, much to the detriment of
the entire proceedings. One would also like to see studies which included not only the
father but other emotionally relevant people in the child's background-that that would
obviously make the study more complicated is not sufficient excuse for leaving it out.
A preliminary report on the Gewirtz's study obviously raises more questions than it
answers but in its favour it can be said that it attempts to look at four different methods
of child-rearing in a Jewish community and in so doing holds out the promise that
interesting data and observation might be obtained which would be of interest in the
mother-infant reaction. The account given is a very preliminary one and following this
paper the discussion, of which there are many throughout the book, for the first time to
me appeared to become alive. This stimulated the discussors to look into the scientific
method itself and this I found most rewarding, that is, whether one should collect data
first by direct observation and from this evolve a theory or whether the testing of an
hypothesis by data collected is the method of choice. Also in this section the use of
computers in research gets an airing though one could not say that it is sufficiently good
to be of any real value to the reader.
This is a small and expensive book of only 260 pages and is more for the advanced
student and presupposes a good deal of knowledge of the subject. Also I feel it is important
that the potential reader should realise that these papers consist of preliminary reports
only and are indications of work in hand. One can, therefore, not expect very much in the
way of hard facts. It does, however, indicate the more sophisticated approach to the
118problems of child psychology and psychiatry which is being investigated to-day. It would
appear to be an important book to have for reference. Incidentally, there are some twelve
pages of references given. W.F.McA.
NOTES ON RADIOLOGICAL EMERGENCIES. By George Ansell. (Cardboard
folder. lOs). Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1966.
MODERN techniques have made it possible to save the lives of many patients whose vital
functions cease because of some temporary crisis. Cardiac massage, defibrillation, pacemaking,
mouth to mouth ventilation and the understanding of the gross biochemical disturbances
which result from a temporary stoppage of the heart beat or of respiration have made this
possible. Because of this it is no longer ethical for any member of the hospital staff to
stand back and allow the victim of such an emergency to die in peace. The vital factor is
speed, not only may a few seconds delay in the application of the correct measure mean the
difference between life and death, but it may also mean the difference between a normal
survivor and one who is a permanently comatose vegetable.
All hospital staff should have a certain minimal training as to what to do in these
emergencies, but they cannot be expected to carry all the detailed information needed in
their heads. This detail must be available at obvious points throughout the hospital and
with it must be kept certain items of equipment and drugs and directions as to how to get
expert assistance and such complex equipment as a defibrillator.
Dr. Ansell has done an excellent job of producing a pamphlet containing the information
that is necessary for dealing with emergencies that might arise in a diagnostic X-ray depart-
ment. Not only is this pamphlet designed for quick reference, but it can be hung on the wall
like a calendar and is shocking pink in colour. With a few minor amendments of drug names,
etc., it should hang in a prominent place in every X-ray department and beside it should
hang the emergency arrangements for cardiac and respiratory resuscitation for that hospital.
Similar pamphlets should be designed to hang in other hospital departments, wards and
laboratories. P.C.E.
THE FAMILY AND THE SEXUAL REVOLUTION. Edited by Edwin M.
Schur. (Pp. xv+427. 40s.). London: George Allen-Unwin, 1966.
WHILE most sociologists would discredit the view that society is disintegrating because of
a sharp decline in sexual morals and a breakdown of the family system there is no doubt
that these are passing through a period of profound change and that there is much need
for both factual information and informed discussion. These extracts from various sources
range from Kinsey and Bertrand Russell to Pope Pius XI and are mainly by American
sociologists and psychiatrists, and by professors and chairmen of departments such as child
development, family life and education, and by anthropologists, lawyers and marriage
guidance experts.
The book is divided into three parts. The first is concerned with facts by Kinsey and
discussion by others on changing sex standards. The second is titled the "Women problem"
and deals largely with the place of women in society and the limitations placed on her by
society. The third deals with birth control and is, at least for the medical reader, of limited
interest. It includes a reprint of the Papal Encyclical on Christian marriage.
This book should provide material for informed and responsible discussion and fairly
represents a wide range of viewpoints.
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